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in the eighth month, Chung Ch'iu, is celebrated at the
time when the rice bears fruit and in the middle of the
first long interval of agricultural work. At the end of
that interval another festival of Ch'ung Yang is on the
schedule. When the agricultural work is completed
it is the festival of Tung Chih. All these festivals are
obligatory and usually connected with religious worship
of ancestors and of the kitchen god. Celebration of
such festivals is limited to domestic groups and intimate
relatives.

Occasions for periodical obligatory gatherings of
larger local groups, such as luiwanwe of the de, the
annual meeting of the village (VT-3), and the inter-
village parade every ten years along Lake Tai,
sanyanwe, are also connected with religious ideas.
For more than ten years all these occasions, except
Iwwanwe^ have been suspended. The immediate
reason for the suspension is the disapproval of the
government. According to the government these
activities are superstitious and luxurious, and it is one
of the duties of the magistrate to prohibit them.1
But the ultimate and more effective cause is the
economic depression of the rural district. When im-
mediate needs such as food and clothes have become
a burden to the people, there is no surplus money to
finance such less urgent social activities.

How far the suspension of community gatherings
has weakened the local ties among the people is difficult
to ascertain from my present material. But when I
sat among the people and listened to their narrations
of the past exciting events of the inter-village parade,
their feeling of loss and disappointment at the present
situation was very clear to me. I am not going to try

1 Decree governing District Administration, Article 7, June, 1928.